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Foreword. 


During the year 1949 extensive alterations to the hospital 
buildings were completed. There are now 88 maternity beds 
in the hospital allocated as follows :— 


Aritenatal: 42% 23 
Lying-in = =. a9 
Labour. Ward: 2) 6 


Under the supervision of the Department of Child Health, 
in the special nursery are 3 beds where mothers together with 
their babies can be kept under supervision. There are 12 
cots in the special nursery for babies. 


As a result of the work of alteration which continued 
throughout this year the number of patients admitted to 
hospital was below the average figure. 


The Paediatric report for the hospital continues to be 
published separately but it is hoped, in the near future, to 
publish a combined report. 


Photographs of the converted hospital are included in 
this report. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 


H.—After coming head. 
M.—Arrtificial rupture of 
membranes 
A. & W.—Alive and well. 
B.B.A.—Born before arrival. 
B.P.—Blood Pressure. 
C.L.P.—Complete laceration of 
perineum. 


AL 
A.R. 


C.V.—Conjugata vena. 

D.—Died. 

D. & C.—Dilatation and curettage. 

D.S.—Drew Smythe. 

E.U.A.—Examination under 
aneesthesia. 

F.—Female 

F.F.0.—Failed forceps outside. 

F.H.N.H.—Foetal heart not heard. 

F.T.—Full time. 

G.A.—General anesthetic. 

G.C.P.—Generally contracted pelvis. 

Hb.—Hzemoglobin. 

L.—Living. 

L.O.A.—Left occipito anterior 

position. 


L.O.P.—Left occipito posterior position. 

L.O.T.—Left occipito transverse 
position. 

L.S.C.S.—Lower segment Caesarean 
Section. 

Mc.—Macerated. 

Misc.—Miscarriage. 

N/A—Not applicable. 

N.D.—Normal Delivery. 

(Edema +—Feet and legs. 

CEdemat++—Feet, legs and hands. 

Edemat+++—Gross cedema. 


- P.P.H.—Port Partum Haemorrhage. 


P.U.0.—Pyrexia of unknown origin. 
Rh.—Rhesus. 


| R.O.A.—Right occipito anterior 


. position. 
R.O.P .—Right occipito posterior 
position. 
R.O.T.—Right occipito transverse 
position. 


R.V.1.—Royal Victoria Infirmary. 
S/B—Stillborn. 
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NUMERICAL SUMMARY. 


In Patients 
sade cacy TOTAL 
Patients delivered _...... 1,249 534 1,783 
(Excluding abortion) 
Primigravidze as 578 2ae 850 
Multigravidze ns. 671 262 233 
Maternal Deaths _i...... 3 4 f 
External Maternity 
Number of cases delivered nn, as. 173 
Presentations— 
Vertex, anterior position ...... 143 
Vertex, posterior position _...... 5 
Re la 1 
meee ei i el) La. 24 
MRPEMUTIICY esse secens teen ] 
RN Lorine Saeesk. | cease 1 


MPRESIMPTOAIVIS (OF fy Pucks (| cdeck | ms cedees Ps 


There were no maternal deaths. 


Two mothers were admitted to hospital after delivery— 
one for repair of complete tear of perineum the other had 
been delivered of twins (undiagnosed before delivery). 
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MATERNAL DEATHS (7) 
Emergency. 


12. Accidental Hzemorrhage. Cortical Necrosis of Kidneys. 
Aged 28. Gravida 3. Emergency case. Patient had received no 
antenatal care during the pregnancy. Duration of pregnancy 
was unknown. History of sudden severe lower abdominal 
pain followed by heavy vaginal bleeding, few hours before ad- 
mission. Patient very collapsed on admission—B.P. 65/40, 
pulse 120 per minute. The uterus was enlarged to size of 36 
weeks pregnancy and was very tender on palpation. The fcetal 
heart sounds were absent. The patient was not in labour at 
this time. A blood transfusion was given and Morphine 
Sulphate gr. + was administered. Shortly after admission ir- 
regular uterine contractions were noted and 15 hours later a 
stillborn child was delivered spontaneously. The patient’s 
blood pressure at this time was 165/90. Twenty four hours 
after admission the patient’s condition began to deteriorate 
and she died 81 hours after admission. 

Postmortem examination revealed cortical necrosis of both 
kidneys. 


Emergency. 


Postpartum Hzemorrhage: Shock. 

136. Primigravida. Age 43 years. Emergency case. Preg- 
nancy at term. The patient had been in labour for at least 24 
hours before admission, the exact time of onset of labour being 
in doubt. The B.P. was 200/110 and the ankles were swollen. 
The urine did not contain albumen. The foetus was presenting 
as a vertex in the L.O.A. position, the head being in mid pelvis. 
The foetal heart rate was quite regular. Vaginal examination 
revealed the cervix to be three quarters dilated. Full dilation 
was reached 12 hours after admission and she was delivered 
by forceps after 35 minutes in second stage of labour. The 
baby weighed 6lbs. 14o0zs. and although in rather poor con- 
dition at birth subsequently made good progress. The placenta 
was not removed at the time of the forceps delivery. A post- 
partum hzemorrhage of 20-30 ozs. took place 1 hour after 
delivery. The placenta had not completely separated and had 
to be manually removed under an anzsthetic. The patient's 
general condition at the beginning of the mancevre was only 
fair. An intravenous blood transfusion had been commenced 
just before the manual removal of placenta. She died some 
20 minutes after the placenta had been removed. 


Booked. 


1316. Late Toxic vomiting. Focal necrosis of liver and 
tubular degeneration of kidneys. Age 24 years. Gravida 1. 
Booked case. Patient had attended the antenatal clinic on 
three occasions, the last being seven days prior to admission. 
At that time she was very well and no abnormality was noted. 
She was admitted to hospital in labour at term. Movements 
ceased five days prior to her admission, when she was 39 
weeks pregnant. Her general condition on admission to 
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hospital was fair. She looked tired and the pulse rate was 120. 
The foetal heart was not heard. She had been vomiting re- 
peatedly for seven days. 

After a labour lasting 22 hours she was delivered by forceps 
of a stillborn macerated child weighing 5 lbs. Gas, Oxygen 
and Ether anaesthesia was used. It was alow forceps delivery 
with no technical difficulty. Blood loss was estimated to be 
under 20 ozs. 

The patient’s condition deteriorated steadily after delivery 
and in spite of blood transfusion and other resuscitative 
measures she died 2 hours after delivery. 

Autopsy showed focal necrosis of the liver and tubular 
degeneration in the kidneys. 


Booked. 


1480. Mitral Stenosis. Cerebral Embolism. 
Aged 30 years. Gravida 2. Booked case. The previous preg- 
nancy had ended in miscarriage at the 4th month. The patient 
attended the antenatal clinic regularly and was regarded as a 
class 2 cardiac case. When seven months pregnant her condi- 
tion deteriorated slightly and she was admitted to hospital for 
a week. With rest in bed and medical treatment her condi- 
tion improved rapidly and she was allowed home after seven 
days. She was re-admitted at the 39th week. The Hb. at this 
time was noted to be 52 per cent. and 2 pints of packed red 
cells were transfused. Her general condition at this time 
was good. 

Twenty days after the expected date of delivery, 
a surgical induction was performed 

$4 . Two days later 

labour commenced and after 64 hours she was delivered by 
forceps of a live child weighing 7 lbs. 2 ozs. The puerperium 
was uneventful until the 7th day when she suddenly developed 
a right sided hemiplegia. Two days later she died. 

Postmortem examination revealed mitral stenosis and (a 
cerebral embolism. 


Emergency. 


1844. Idiopathic Agranulocytosis. 
Aged 22. Gravida 1. Emergency case. The patient was ad- 
mitted to hospital when 36 weeks pregnant on account of 
repeated attacks of diarrhoea and swelling of her ankles. All 
agglutination tests were negative. Blood examination revealed 
the Hb. to be 62%, red blood cells 2,200,00 and white cells 
2,500. Over'a period of three weeks in hospital the white 
cell count fell steadily until it was 1,600 when labour com- 
menced. She was delivered by forceps of a live child weighing 
6 Ibs. 8 ozs. Her temperature became elevated after delivery 
and the white cell count fell lower to 700. In spite of blood 
transfusion with fresh blood she died 4 days after delivery. 

Autopsy confirmed the diagnosis of agranulocytosis. There 
was no history of administration of toxic drugs nor was there 
evidence of infection of such degree as might cause agranulo- 
cytosis. 
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Booked. 


1933. Lower Segment Czesarean Section. Hzemorrhage and 
Shock. 
Age 40 years. Gravida 3. Booked case. Patient had pre- 
viously had an abortion and a full time pregnancy with forceps 
delivery and stillbirth. This pregnancy was uneventful and 
labour began spontaneously one week before term. Twenty 
four hours after the onset of labour the cervix was 2 finger — 
breadths dilated and cedematous—no progress had been made 
over the last 12 hours. Under general anesthesia a lower 
segment Czesarian Section was performed and a live child 
weighing 7 Ibs. 2 ozs. was delivered. A tear of the lower seg- 
ment extended down into a venous plexus to one side of the 
cervix. Troublesome bleeding occurred but was eventually 
controlled. The patient’s condition deteriorated and she died 
shortly after completion of the operation in spite of blood 
transfusion. 


Emergency. 


1973. Primigravida. Aged 24. Admitted 29/12/49 on 
account of transverse lie and arcuate uterus. E.D.D. 8/1/50. 
No previous medical history. Pregnancy uneventful. On 
18/1/50, the patient was not in labour. She got up as usual 
to wash at © a.m., suddenly collapsed and died. Artificial 
respiration and |.V. Nikethamide 2 c.c. 25'% solution were to 
no avail. At the time of death she was deeply cyanosed, her 
respirations were gasping, there was slight frothing at the 
mouth, and slight bleeding from the left nostril. 

Autopsy: © Pulmonary Embolism. Thrombosis left common 
iliac vein. Arcuate uterus.” 
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